What’s Water Got to Do With It?

Baptismal Service 5-23-10

A.
An Inevitable Danger:

1.
The most basic question a person can ask is, “What is the 
     


of life?”
a.
Everyone wants to be 

.  

i.)
Some look for happiness by acquiring 


.

ii.)
Some look for happiness by experiencing 


.

iii.)
Some look for happiness by 


 prestige & power.

b.
Real and lasting happiness only comes from understanding my ______________ 


in life.
PRIVATE 
2.
So why am I 

?

a.)
God made me to 


 me! Jeremiah 31:3; Ephesians 1:4-5  

b.)
We were created to 


 a personal relationship with God and to 

____________________ all of the rest of God’s creation!  Gen. 1:27-28 1 Tim. 6:17; John 10:10 

c.)
When we know and love God, and live in 


 with His 


purpose for our lives, it produces tremendous benefits in our lives: 

A clear conscious (Rom. 8:1); Life & Peace (Rom. 8:6); Help w/ our Weaknesses (Rom. 8:26); Confidence (Rom. 8: 31); Security (Rom. 8:39); Purpose (Rom. 8:28)  Power & Strength (Phil 4:13); Fulfillment (Phil. 4:19); Freedom (Rom. 8:32, 36).

3.PRIVATE 

So what’s 

 problem?

a.)
People have a natural desire to be the 

 and to 


 


God’s principles for living.

b.)
The Bible calls this attitude 

. Isa. 53:6; 1 John 1:8 

i.)
Sin breaks our 

      relationship with God. Isa. 59:2; Rom. 3:23 

c.)
When our relationship with God is not right, it causes 


 in every area of our lives — marriages, careers, relationships, finances, etc. Prov. 16:25 

PRIVATE 
3.
So what’s the 


? John 14:6 

a.)
We need to understand that Jesus has 


 taken care of your sin 


problem! Romans 6:23; Romans 5:8; 1 Timothy 2:5 
b.)
PRIVATE 
What does God want me 


?

i.)




 that God has not been first place in your life and ask Him 



to forgive your sins. 1 John 1:9 

ii.)




 that Jesus died to pay for your sins and that he rose again 



on Easter, and is alive today. Acts 4:12; Romans 10:9 
iii.)


 God’s free gift of salvation. Ephesians 2:8, 9

iv.)



 Jesus Christ to come into your life and be the director 



(“Lord”) of your life. John 1:12-13; Revelation 3:30; Romans 10:13

B.
So What’s Water Got to Do With It?
PRIVATE 
1.



 should I be baptized?

a.)

To follow the 


 set by Christ.  Mark 1:9
b.)

Because Christ 



 it. Mathew 28:19-20  
c.)

It demonstrates that I really am a 


 in Christ.

Acts 18:8; 1 John 2:3 
d.)
It is a 


 step towards our Christian growth. 

PRIVATE 
2.
What is the 


 of baptism?

a.)
It illustrates Christ’s 

 and resurrection. 1 Cor. 15:3-4; Col. 2:12 

b.)
It illustrates my 


 as a Christian. Romans 6:4 



2 Cor. 5:17
c.)

Baptism doesn’t make you a believer; it 

 that you already 



believe.  Acts 2:37-38 
d.)
Baptism does not “save” you, only you’re 

 in Christ does that.  

Ephesians 2:8-9







