The Book of Revelation Series # 3

“Smyrna: The Poor Little Rich Church”

Revelation 2:8-11

A.
Letters to the Seven Church’s: 

1.
Interpretation of the letter’s: 


a.
To these 7 literal church’s.


b.
To all Church’s throughout history.


c.
To every believer


2.
Smyrna was known as "The 

 City" 

a.
Famous in the following ways:

i.



. It  was a port city.  

ii.



.  It was a city of great wealth and culture. 

iii.



: It was a famous religious center.  

iv.


 for Christianity. Why? (2 main reasons – Rom. 2:28-29)

B.
The Church at Smyrna:  

1.
Accommodation: Jesus’ words of 


 for those 


facing intense persecution, Rev. 2:8-9a 
a.
I have 


 we you are!



* I am “the First and the Last” = I am 

!

b.
 I was also abused cruelly and killed, but I am 
                today. Heb. 4:15 
2.
 Jesus’ point: I 

        what’s happening to you, Hebrews 4:13 

a.
He knew their 



. Rev. 2:10 a; (Isa. 53:2-5)
 “afflictions” =  


 tribulation 
b.
He knew their 


. 2 Cor. 8:9; (Matt. 8:19, 20)
“poverty”=  they possessed absolutely 


 
i.
A Paradoxical Statement – They were 


 materially, but 


were 


 spiritually. James 2:5; (1 Pet. 4-5)
c.
He knew their 


. Rev. 2:9-10a 

i.
Who are the 

 Jews? Romans 2:17-29 (Gal. 3:29)


 “a synagogue of Satan” =  These Jews were serving 
         purposes 

ii.
Jesus had also been 

        , Matt. 10:24-25; 2 Tim. 3:12 
iii.
Satan himself was 
               these attacks. Eph. 6:11-12; Matt. 10:28 

iv.
The persecution would continue, but there would be an 
       . Rev. 2:10a 

C.
Applying the Word to Our Lives Today:

1.
The Church [Christian’s] will continue to endure 

.
a.
Suffering is 

. 1 Pet. 4:12-16

b.
It’s not that Satan tests us, but that God 


 it! 


Isa. 55:8-9; Romans 8:28
c.
Then what’s the 


of suffering?  1 Pet. 1:6-7 

i.
We may suffer, but Jesus has put a 

 on it. 

ii.
It proves that our faith is 

. 

iii.
Faith, which has been tested, comes out much 


!

2.
The Church’s [Christian’s] ultimate 


. 


Rev. 2:10b-11; Heb. 10:35 
a.
 The


of it…Faithfulness! 1 Cor. 4:2 (Heb. 11:1)

b.
The 


 of it. (Heb. 12:1-3; James 1:2-8; Rev. 20:14; 21:8)

i.
A 

           of Life.  (These Christians understood this analogy) 

