The Book of Revelation Series # 7

“Sardis: The Dead Church”

Revelation 3:1-6

A.
Letters to the Seven Church’s: 

1.
Interpretation of the letter’s: The letters can be interpreted 3 different ways:  

a.
To 7 literal church’s. [Represents the time period of 1518 A.D. to today.]

b.
To all Church’s throughout history. (May even represent periods of time of 


events church’s experienced)

c.
To every believer (7 characteristics of individual believer’s)

    


* The Point:  What Christ has to say here > is relevant for our lives today!  

2.
Sardis was one of the most 

                  cities in the ancient world.

a.
Sardis was famous for 4 things:  

i.
It was thought to be 


.

 
“To capture the acropolis of Sardis” = “That’s 

 !”

ii.
It was fabulously 


 .




 were first minted here


They were known for discovering the process of 

 wool

iii.
The city was known for its impressive 


.

iv.
It was known for its



B.
The Church at Sardis:
1.
Accommodation: Christ gave 

, Rev. 3:1 
2.
Condemnation: They were not 

 by the Holy Spirit. 


(Acts 2; Eph. 4:4; 1 Cor. 6:19; Isa. 11:2; Zech. 4:1-10)


seven spirits of God” = describes the

        of the Lord 

a.
This church was living on its past 





“reputation” = what other people  ______________    

b.
Christ reveals the 


 of the situation. 

i.
Their outward appearance was 

,  3:2b; Heb. 4:13a; 


Matt. 23:27 
ii.
They were active, but their works were 


, Rev. 3:2b


“perfect” = d/n mean absent w/o flaws; means not 




c.
Jesus 

      warning, Rev. 3:2a-3 
i.
Spiritual death in the NT is always connected with its cause – 
       , Eph. 2:1-2 

ii.


     Churches [Christian’s] spiritually die? (see Col. 3:5-10)

3.
God has the 

 for spiritual decay, Rev. 3:3 
a.
Get back to the 

 of the faith. 


“come like a thief” = 


 will come upon this church

b.
3 attitudes that will kick start spiritual 


:

i.
Make decisions based on God receiving the 

, 1 Cor. 10:31 

ii.
Keep a 

 heart, Eph. 5:20; Rom. 8:28

iii.
Take 

   steps that will back up your 

, Col. 3:17 

C.
Applying the Word to Our Lives Today: (We can be encouraged because…)

1.
Jesus always remembers those who are 

, Rev. 3: 4-6
a.
Christ’s three-fold reward for these who 

 faithful:

i.
They will be clothed in 

, Isaiah 1:18
ii.
Their names will not be 

 from the Book of Life. 


“Book” symbolizes God’s 


, 2 Pet. 3:8

iii.
Christ will acknowledge them as His before the 

           and His angels. 


Matt. 10:32; 2 Tim. 2:12; see Rom. 8:28-39

2.
5 steps that will 

   a spiritually dead heart. (see 3:2a, 3)
Continued on back of the bulletin…

a.
“wake up” = 


 the sin in your life, 1 Cor. 11:31
b.
“Strengthen the things which remain” = Choose to live in the 

      


of the Holy Spirit (not our strength), Acts 1:8 
c.
“Remember, therefore, what you have received and heard…” = The Word is a 




 placed in our hearts and it is to be guarded and invested

2 Tim. 1:14 

d.
 Then “obey it” God’s Word = understand that living outside of God’s Word is 





, 2 Tim. 2:15

e.
“repent” = remorse in our hearts, confess our sins and 

 from doing 


those things which displease God, Phil. 2:12b-13 

Challenge:  Psalm 24:3-5

