The Book of Revelation Series # 8

“Philadelphia: The Faithful Church”

Revelation 3:7-13

A.
Letters to the Seven Church’s: 

1.
Interpretation of the letter’s: The letters can be interpreted 3 different ways:  

* The Point:  What Christ has to say here > is relevant for our lives today!  

2.
Philadelphia was known as the “Gateway to the 

  ”.

a.
Philadelphia was famous for 4 things: 

i.
“Philadelphus” = “


 lover.”

ii.
It was originally founded to spread the 

 culture and language into the Lydian society. It was commonly referred to as “little Athens” 
iii.



,  “the 


 land.”

· The city erected a 


 in honor of Caesar.

· The city changed its 


,

iv.
For its plentiful 


. 

B.
The Church at Philadelphia:

1.
Condemnation: 

.

2.
 Accommodation: Rev. 3:7 
a.
His message of 

 for this church.

i.
He is the 

 One, Rev. 3:7b; Luke 1:35; 2 Kings 19:22; 


Job 6:10; Ps. 71:2; 78:41; Hab. 3:3; Mark 1:24; 1 Pet. 2:22)

ii.
He is the 

 One, Rev. 3:7c; Acts 4:12; John 14:6

iii.
He is the One who holds the 
     . Rev. 3:7d; Isa. 22:20-25; Acts 16

“key”=  [in the Bible] represents “

”  (Isa. 22:22) 

iv.
 He is the 


 One. Rev. 3:7e; 1:18; 1 Cor. 8:5-6

3.
This church’s 

        opportunity. Rev. 3:8a; Acts 14:27, 16:6-10; 


1 Cor. 16:9; 2 Cor. 2:12; col. 4:3

“open door” = also means an opportunity for 



a.
Two obstacles they had to 


:

i.
They 

 strength, Rev. 3:8b, 10 

ii.
They 

 opposition from a local Jewish sect.



Rev. 3:9a; Eph. 6:12; Matt. 28:19-20; 22:37-40

· They did not allow them to 

 in the local synagogue.

· They made 

 accusations were against them.

b.
For the believer, 

 consists of both opportunities and obstacles. 


1 Cor. 16:9; 2 Tim. 3:12; John 3:20; Matt. 5:44

i.
It’s a matter of perspective:





 sees obstacles





 sees opportunities 

C.
Applying the Word to Our Lives Today:
1.
He will take care of their 


. Rev. 3:9; Phil. 2:10-11;

Isa. 60:14 

Thus we don’t need to keep score or worry about what people say or do 

* If we are faithful to take care of God’s 

 – He will take care of our 
2.
He will keep them from 


. (Rev. 3:10-11; Rom. 5:9 


1 Cor. 15:51-52; 1 Thess. 4:13-5:11; 1 John 2:15)
3.
He will one day 


 them. Rev. 3:12a

a.
He honors them by giving 

      and 

     .  

b.
He honors them by 


 them His own. (Rev. 3:12b; 21:2  


i.
They are 


 of Heaven.


ii.
They have a 

 relationship with Christ.


iii.


 will be new and perfect, 1 Cor. 2:9; Rev. 3:13

