The Book of Revelation Series # 3

“Ephesus: The Church with the Common Cold”

Revelation 2:1-7

A.
Letters to the Seven Church’s: 

1.
Interpretation of the letter’s: (Ch. 2-3) interpreted 3 different ways:  

a.



.  (to 7 literal church’s) 

b.


 , (Church history - to individual churches throughout history.)

c.


     . (To every believer - should speak to each of us individually)

What Jesus  says to these church’s/individuals > is relevant for us today as well  

2.
The Church at Ephesus: Known as "the 

 to Asia"  
a.
Famous three ways:

i.


    : The temple of Diana (Artemis) - her temple was 1 of 7 


wonders of the world; known for its “religious sin” & for magic & miracles

ii.


. It was a Port city; 4 major trade routes: Military city, industrial city; banking; art

iii.


:  A major city of the Roman Empire, it was free city -self rule

b.


 founded the church in Ephesus. (see Acts 18-19).

c.
The 


 to this Church, 2:1 
“messenger” = 

 or elders of the church 

B.
The Church at Ephesus:

1.
Accommodation: What this church was doing 

, 2:2-3 

a.
They were standing up to the 

. 

“hard work” = Work to the point of 

 

* Though they experienced many hardships, They had not grown weary in 

    


 God.

b.
They were standing up for the 

 -  

i.
 They hated 

 evil – (They practiced proper separation) 


Romans 16:17; 2 Thess. 3:6; 1 Cor. 5:11-13)

ii.
They hated 


 evil, 2:6  

(ILL. Nicolas – Acts 6 -- former Deacon > false believer who lead believers astray)

c.
They were standing up under severe


. 

“endured” = “

” - Galatians 6:9 

2.
Condemnation: The 

 weakness of this church., 2:4 
a.
The their 

 was gone. 

i.
 They had lost the honeymoon 

, 2 Cor. 11:2-3 

b.
What had happened to this love?
i.
They were so 

 they had no time for Jesus. 

ii.
They lacked real 

. (This was very plain to see)  

c.
The 


 of their profession was gone. 

C.
Applying the Word to Our Lives Today:

1.
Jesus’ forceful 


 to this church 

churches throughout history/individual Christians):
a.
Love must remain a 

 priority! 



Jesus’ solution to this problem: 4 things that must happen:

i.



, 2:5a 

ii.


, 2:5b; Psalms 32:5

iii.


, 2:5b; 1 John 2:5 
iv.


 , 2:5c; 1 Cor. 13:1-3

